[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Textile Industry Lesson: Role Play Group Card 1
©. Fashion Revolution -- A garment worker in Dhaka, Bangladesh
Questions to answer:

1. Describe what working life might be like for a garment worker.
2. Explain some of the everyday worries and problems in the life of a garment worker.
3. What is our role as consumers in a richer country?
4. Think about how you would represent these people in an advert about textile production.
5. Considering the answers you’ve come up with, do you think you might want to pay more for an item of clothing?
References: 
Average wage from: https://www.fastcompany.com/90213069/why-this-clothing-company-is-making-its-factory-wages-public 
Price of water from: https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/country_result.jsp?country=Bangladesh 
Working conditions from: https://borgenproject.org/conditions-garment-workers-bangladesh/ 

Information about this group:

· Average wage is £0.25 (28 ৳) per hour, though many are paid less than this.
· A 1.5l bottle of water costs £0.25 (28 ৳).
· Working conditions are often hot, cramped and poorly ventilated.
· Use of harmful chemicals and exposure to toxic fumes is widespread, without suitable PPE such as gloves or masks.
· Workers are mainly women.
· Some have been refused maternity leave.
· Children sometimes work in factories.

Name of group: 
Workers making garments in Bangladesh
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Textile Industry Lesson: Role Play Group Card 6
Katharine Graham, first woman elected to the Associated Press's board of directors, is seated at left during a board meeting in New York City in 1975. More than 40 years later, many boards in America still look much like this. (AP)
References: 
Average wage from: Salary.com
Price of a bottle of water: 
Constitution of Executive Boards: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2018/04/24/corporate-boards-are-still-mostly-white-mostly-male-and-getting-even-older/ 
https://www.abf.co.uk/documents/pdfs/2015/ar15-landing-page/governance.pdf 

Information about this group:

· An executive board consists of a small group of key decision-makers in a corporation.
· They decide the direction a company will head in the future.
· They make key spending decisions.
· They are usually middle-aged (50-65) white males.
· They are paid between £200 and £700 an hour.
· A 1.5l bottle of water will cost £0.84.
· Based in USA or Europe.
· The more the company makes the more they get paid.
Questions to answer:

1. Describe the working life of an Executive Board member.
2. How might members of a Board come to make decisions? (HINT: Think about what would be important for the business)
3. Does the board have a responsibility to other people in the textile industry?
4. How would you represent the interests of this group in an advert about textile production?
5. How could decisions the board make affect people further down the production line?


Name of group: 
The Executive Board of large clothing company
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References: 
See a good documentary about the second hand textile mountain here: https://meta.eeb.org/2020/06/04/pressure-mounts-to-tackle-worlds-textile-mountain/ 
Interview with Lucy Walker – filmmaker behind Waste Land: https://youtu.be/fT4AcyqXJ_w
Resources to help get started in documentary filmmaking: https://www.documentary.org/creators/resources 


Information about this group:

· Imagine your group is a filmmaking 
team investigating the textile industry.
in order to make a documentary about it.
· You need to find a story to tell and people to interview.
· Most documentary filmmakers are employed in small companies or are self-employed.
· Imagine you are based in the UK. 
· You have successfully pitched your idea and have some funding available for travel abroad.
Name of group: 
Documentary Filmmakers trying to find out about recycling and reuse in the textile industry
Questions to answer:

1. Imagine the working life of a documentary filmmaking team investigating the textile industry.
2. What might a documentary filmmaker be worried about?
3. Would you like to be an investigative reporter or documentary filmmaker?
4. What role do you think a documentary filmmaker has in the textile industry?
5. Think about how to represent this group of people in a film about the textile industry.
6. Where would you share your film? Who would watch it?
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Textile Industry Lesson: Role Play Group Card 2
Questions to answer:

1. Think about how you buy clothes, do you buy online or in a high street? How often do you buy clothes?
2. What do you think about when you choose clothes to buy?
3. Are there different opinions in your group about clothes?
4. What affects your clothes buying (think about adverts, social media, blogs)? What is the most important influence?
5. Do you think your own behaviour will change after thinking more about your clothes and where they come from and go to?
6. What will you do about shopping for clothes in the future?


References: 
WRAP report about clothes: http://www.wrap.org.uk/sustainable-textiles/valuing-our-clothes%20 
TRAID resources and reports about environmental impact of clothes: https://traid.org.uk/23percent-resources/
Clothing expenditure: https://www.statista.com/statistics/285588/clothing-weekly-household-expenditure-in-united-kingdom-uk-by-age/


Information about this group: 

· If you buy clothes you are already part of this group.
· UK consumers spend an average of about £20 per week on clothes.
· Clothes are only worn on average 10 times before being disposed.
· Half of all fast fashion garments are thrown away after 1 year.
· On average clothes are in our wardrobes for only 3 years.
· UK adults only wear 44 percent of the clothing they own.


Name of group: 
Consumers (people buying clothes) in the UK
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References: 
Behind the scenes at BTR recycling: https://youtu.be/Kro-NdOP-1c 
Inside a London clothes recycling centre: https://youtu.be/RR0mgIK6yTY 
TRAID clothes recycling facts: https://traid.org.uk/clothes-reuse-and-recycling/
Oxfam page on clothes recycling: https://www.oxfam.org.uk/donate/donate-goods/what-happens-to-your-donation/wastesaver 
Information about this group: 

· Clothes are sorted in recycling centres in the UK.
· Jobs in these centres are usually poorly paid compared to other jobs in the UK.
· Workers on the sorting line earn about £9 an hour. 
· As it is considered unskilled labour these jobs are often done by young people or immigrants.
· Workers will come across all sorts of things in the waste clothes.
· The work is often labour intensive and hard physical work.
· The environment can be dusty and dirty.
Questions to answer:

1. What is life like for a clothes sorter?
2. What worries or concerns might the workers in a clothes sorting factory have?
3. Do you think you would like this job?
4. What is our role as consumers within the textile industry and when recycling clothes?
5. Think about a clothing advert made from these worker’s point of view.
6. What will you think about when you put items in the clothes recycling bin now?


Name of group: 
Workers at a sorting line in a clothes recycling centre
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Textile Industry Lesson: Role Play Group Card 4
Information about this group: 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Most people in Ghana and other parts of 
West Africa wear second hand clothes.
· Accra is a city of 4 million people.
· The markets are busy, noisy and crowded.
· Stall holders don’t know what is in the 
bundle of clothes they purchase from importers.
· Income varies depending on the quality of clothes arriving from other countries.
· Most people earn just enough to put food on the table.
· A bottle of water costs 3 sedis (£0.39).

Questions to answer:

1. Imagine what life is like for Ghanaian stallholders in a large urban centre like Accra (capital of Ghana).
2. What might concern someone working in the second hand clothes markets of Ghana?
3. Think about an advert for the clothes they are selling.
4. Would you market these clothes as eco-friendly?
5. What is your role as a Western consumer within this group of people’s lives?
6. Will thinking about these people make you change what clothes you put in the recycling?

References: 
Watch: https://youtu.be/-ojQ4FimUUY for more information
See also: https://youtu.be/IHPBJySIXZw for a film about life in clothes recycling in India.
Name of group: 
Second hand clothes sellers in Ghana
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References: 
Watch: https://youtu.be/ee1ivQk_v4I for more information
The rise of fast fashion: https://www.edology.com/blog/fashion-media/rise-of-fast-fashion/
Job description: https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/retail-buyer
Read what life is like for a fashion buyer in America: https://www.fashionmentor.co/blog/2019/6/2/buyer-interview-ivonne-from-ross 
Information about this group: 

· Fashion buyers must predict future trends in fashion.
· They want people to buy the clothes the shop is selling.
· Fashion buyers act as mediators between the supplier of the clothes and the shop’s management.
· Clothes manufacturers will often supply samples of clothing for buyers to look through.
· Retailers aim to increase profit by selling lots of fast fashion items to consumers.
· Salary is between £25,000 and £45,000 per year.
Questions to answer:

1. What is life like for fashion buyers?
2. Would you like to be one?
3. What are the main considerations when choosing clothes for retailers?
4. How do you think these considerations differ from the manufacturer of the clothing?
5. Should fashion buyers consider what happens to the garment after it has been sold?
6. How would you buy clothes considering all aspects of the textile industry?


Name of group: 
Group of fashion buyers for large retail chain
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